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Thesis:  Type your thesis statement here. Be sure you state a clear claim in your thesis statement. The 

thesis is aligned like this. 

I: Introduction (per MLA guidelines, do not outline the introduction) 

II: Subclaim 1 (main point 1) 

A. Machiavellian principle/claim (cite entire quote in MLA format) 

1. Explain meaning of claim in your own words. 

2. Develop the definition by explaining how and why Machiavelli says his claim is true. 

B. Shakespeare evidence (cite entire quote in MLA format) 

1. Explain the contextual significance of the quote (the who, what, where, when)—this info 

can later be used in a lead-in for the quote 

2. Explain how the evidence proves your claim—how & why does it suggest that the 

individual is Machiavellian or anti-Machiavellian? 

C. Significance of combined evidence: what does it suggest about the nature of society, power, and/or 

people? (What’s the point?) 

III: Subclaim 2 (main point 2). 

A. Machiavelli principle/claim (cite entire quote in MLA format) 

1. Explain meaning of claim in your own words. 

2. Develop the definition by explaining how and why Machiavelli says his claim is true. 

B. Shakespeare evidence (cite entire quote in MLA format) 

1. Explain the contextual significance of the quote (the who, what, where, when)—this info 

will later be used in a lead-in for the quote 

2. Explain how the evidence proves your claim—how & why does it suggest that the 

individual is Machiavellian or anti-Machiavellian? 

C.  Significance of combined evidence: what does it suggest about the nature of society, power, 

and/or people? (What’s the point?) 

IV: Opposing viewpoint 

A. Concession (idea may be paraphrased or may contain specific evidence) 

B. Refutation (evidence from one or both texts should be included) 

a. Evidence from The Prince 

b. Evidence from Julius Caesar 

V. Conclusion (do not outline per MLA guidelines) 

 

 

 


