
“Where I’m From” Annotation Task 
1. Number each stanza 

2. Read the poem again, 1 stanza at a time. 

3. Highlight & define terms you don’t know. 

4. In the right margin, summarize the stanza’s literal meaning. 
Try to do this in 10 words or less. 

5. To the right of each summary, dig deeper. 

– Note literary devices that the author is using (especially 
symbolism, metaphor, imagery). Then, analyze the impact 
of these choices. How do they deepen the meaning of the 
author’s piece? 

– Ask questions about the author’s choices or about points 
that you find confusing. Attempt to answer these 
questions by referring to other parts of the poem or by 
discussing them with your partner. 



Sample Annotated Poem 


